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room, Circuit Judge Charles 

J. Peters calls cases one by 
one, summoning prosecutors and 
defense attorneys to his bench. 
Under cover of a white noise 
machine, the lawyers are ready to 
deal. 

The defendant in one case had 
been caught with a loaded .380- 
caliber handgun while smoking a 
marijuana blunt in an alley. Anoth- 
er was pulled over by officers who 
found an Uzi in the trunk. A third, 
al7-year-old, bolted froma car and 
ran from police, who found a gun 
ditched nearby. 

Prosecutors presented plea of- 
fers for each. Peters reduced the 
state’s offer in one deal, increased 
it in another, and approved a third 
unchanged. 

The total jail time for the three 
cases, including time already 


I n a packed Baltimore court- 


ison INVESTIGATES 


Looking behind the 
scenes at how 
plea bargains 

are made in the city’s 
reception court 


By JUSTIN FENTON 
The Baltimore Sun 


Circuit Judge Charles J. Peters oversees the 


court that handles many of Baltimore’s plea 


deals. 
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served: 17 months. 

Critics, including Police Com- 
missioner Kevin Davis and Gov. 
Larry Hogan, have blamed at least 
some of Baltimore’s historic levels 
of violence on the city’s judges. 
They want criminals who are 
caught with guns to get tougher 
punishments. 

“At the end of the day, we don’t 
impose sentences,” State’s Attor- 
ney Marilyn Mosby, the city’s top 
prosecutor, said last year. “We can 
make a recommendation. But it’s 
not on us.” 

Ninety-three percent of felony 
convictions in Baltimore are the 
result of plea deals — and some 
three-quarters of them are taken 
in front of Peters. 

Peters, a 6l-year-old former 
state and federal prosecutor, pres- 
ides over the city’s “reception 
See PLEA, page 20 
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Stores 


O 
rings 
Organized retail crime 


becomes big business 
and big problem 


By LORRAINE MIRABELLA 
The Baltimore Sun 


They looked like any other shoppers 
browsing iPads and Apple Watches at the 
Apple Store in Towson. 

But a security guard saw something 
amiss in the behavior of the four men in the 
store at Towson Town Center. Two of them 
— one wearing a blue jogging outfit, the 
other dressed in black pants and shirt — 
were acting as lookouts, blocking the views 
of sales associates. The other two were 
scooping up display items and slipping 
them into their vests. Then they all headed 
for the exit. 

They didn’t get far. They were stopped by 
security guards, and police arrested three. 
The men, all from the Eastern European 
nation of Georgia, had driven down from 
New York in a minivan, police and prose- 
cutors say. Inside, they say, officers found 
dozens of Apple devices. 

The men were accused of stealing more 
than $1,500 worth of iPods and software. 
They were convicted last year of theft. 

For retailers, simple shoplifting is an 
unavoidable cost of doing business. But 
now, industry analysts and law enforcement 
officials say, a greater threat is emerging: 
theft and fraud by highly organized crimi- 
See THEFT, page 17 


Cost of breast cancer 
burdensome for man 


Financial crunch of 
treatment adds to stress 


By ANDREA K. McCDANIELS 
The Baltimore Sun 


When Roberta Woodard underwent 
breast cancer treatment last year, the 
disease took a toll not only on her health, 
but also on her bank account. 

The first part of her treatment was one 
day of intense chemotherapy per week for 
16 weeks. The 48-year-old Salisbury wom- 
an, a paraprofessional who works with 
students with special needs, traveled to 
Mercy Medical Center in Baltimore for 
the treatment, which meant taking the day 
off from work. The costs of drugs, co-pays 
and other medical expenses quickly ate up 
much of her $19,000 annual salary. 

Woodard burned up all of her sick leave 
early in her treatment, which meant she 
didn’t get paid when she missed work for 
chemotherapy treatments or doctor’s ap- 
pointments. She started using her credit 
card to pay for gas for her car and other 
basic necessities. 
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“Even after you get bet- 
ter, you still feel the fi- 
nancial pain.” 


Kimberly Sue Connelly, cancer survivor 


She cut back on spending as much as 
she could. Still, the bills piled up. 

“It’s like you're living in this whirl- 
wind,” Woodard said. “You’re doing 
chemo and feeling weak, and then you 
See CANCER, page 19 


SUMMARY OF THE NEWS 


MARYLAND 


CEASEFIRE CONTINUES: Activists in Balti- 
more’s second ceasefire weekend aimed for 72 
hours free of violence, but on the second day an 
off-duty Washington police officer was fatally 
shot. NEWS PG 2 


NATION & WORLD 


LEBANESE PREMIER OUT: Lebanese Prime 
Minister Saad Hariri resigned from his post ina 
televised address from the Saudi capital on 
Saturday, accusing Hezbollah of taking the 
country hostage. NEWS PG 12 


TODAY’S WEATHER 


CLOUDY 


Tiran 
65 58 2> 


HIGH LOW 


Showers on Monday SPORTS PG 12 


Fall back 


Did you remember 
to turn your clocks 
back an hour last 
night with the end 
of daylight saving 
time? 
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a LIFEBRIDGE 
HEALTH. 


Department of Bariatric and 
Minimally Invasive Surgery 


FREE Hernia 
screening Event 
at Northwest Hospital 


5-8 p.m. ° Tuesday, Nov. 7 


Do you have any of these symptoms? If so, you may have a hernia. 


= Swelling, a bulge or pain in the abdomen, pelvis or groin 

= Pain or discomfort, especially when bending over, coughing or lifting 
= Weakness, pressure or a feeling of heaviness in your abdomen 

a Acid reflux, chest pain or difficulty swallowing 


Join Celine Richardson, M.D., F.A.C.S., a board- 
certified physician, for a free hernia screening 
and to learn about hernias and hernia repair. 


Please call 410-601-7638 or 
visit lifebridgehealth.org/hernia 
to register. Walk-ins welcome. 
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